
Mezzanine Floor Guide

Planning Your
Mezzanine Floor
A simple guide to specifying and sketching your project, so we can quote it!A simple guide to specifying and sketching your project, so we can quote it!

A mezzanine is one of the most cost-effective ways to add usable floor space without
moving premises: Extra room for storage, production, offices or retail, built within the
height you already have. This guide walks you through the key parts of a mezzanine,
the options available, and the handful of details we need in order to prepare a quote.

The most useful thing you can send us is a simple sketch of your space with a few
measurements marked on it. There is a grid page for exactly that. Draw your layout,
add the dimensions and email it back to us. It does not need to be to scale or drawn
well, a clear hand sketch is perfect.

What’s inside this guide:
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Anatomy of a mezzanine floor
The main parts, what they do, and the two heights that matter most.

Your options
Staircases, edge protection and gates, decking and fire protection.

Create your drawing
A grid page to sketch your layout and mark your dimensions.

Sample drawing
An example of a marked-up sketch that lets us quote your project quickly.

Things to be aware of when measuring
Dimensions, obstructions, access, finishes and building regulations.
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Anatomy of a Mezzanine Floor

A mezzanine floor is a free-standing steel structure that sits on your existing floor slab.
It doesn’t rely on your building’s walls for support. Steel columns carry main beams,
which in turn carry a grid of joists and a boarded floor deck. Everything is engineered 
to the load you intend to put on it. The diagram below shows the standard construction
and the two clearances that shape almost every quote.

The Main Parts:

- Columns & Base Plates: Square steel columns spread the load onto steel base plates fixed to your slab.
- Main Beams & Joists: Universal steel beams carry a grid of joists that support the deck.
- Floor Deck: High-density particle board as standard. Chipboard, ply or steel for heavier duty.
- Edge Protection: Guard-rails and kick boards to all open edges, keeping people and stock safe.

The Two Heights That Matter:

- Finished Floor Height: This is the distance from your existing slab up to the top of the new deck. It sets
how much headroom you keep underneath.

- Underside Clearance: This is the headroom below the steel. If people or vehicles will work under the
mezzanine, tell us the clearance you need and we’ll design to suit.

Tip: Measure your ceiling height first. It’s the ceiling that ultimately limits how much space you can create
above and below.
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Your Options

Every mezzanine floor is engineered to suit its job, but a few choices are worth thinking
about before you sketch your layout. You don’t need to decide everything now, but note
any preferences on your drawing and we’ll advise on the rest.

38mm board

suspended ceiling

60 min fire fascia

Staircase & Access

A standard industrial staircase with handrails and closed risers come as
part of most floors. Tell us roughly where you’d like it, and whether you
need a wider “retail” style stair, a second staircase for fire escape or a
specific rise direction.

Edge Protection & Loading Gates

Handrail and 100mm kick boards protect every open edge as standard.
If you’ll lift pallets or stock up to the floor, we can add a loading gate
(a pallet gate, sliding gate or up-and-over) so the edge is never left open.

Decking & Loading Capacity

Standard decking is 38mm high-density particle board, ideal for storage.
For heavier or specialist use we can specify moisture-resistant board, ply
or steel. The single most important number for us is your loading... This is
how much weight per square metre the floor must carry. 

Fire Protection & Ceilings

Depending on size and use, building regulations may require fire protection.
This is typically a fire-rated fascia to exposed edges, column casings and
sometimes a suspended ceiling beneath. We’ll advise what your project
needs and can handle the building regulations application for you.
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Create Your Drawing

Sketch your area below, mark it up with dimensions, then scan or photograph it and
email it to sales@themezzanine.co.uk.

Draw a plan view (looking down) of the space. Mark the overall length and width in
millimetres, show where you’d like the staircase and any loading gate, and note the
ceiling height and any obstructions (windows, doors, columns, roller shutters, services).
See the sample on the next page for what helps us most.
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Sample Drawing
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NOTES FOR QUOTE:
Ceiling height: 5,200 mm
Finished Floor Height (FFH): 3,080 mm
Underside clearance needed: 2,780 mm
Use: storage | Loading: 4.8 kN/m2
Ground floor, forklift access, offloading on site

This is an example of a marked-up sketch that gives us everything we need to prepare
a quotation. Yours doesn’t need to look this neat, just capture the same kind of
information and we will be able to get a quote back to you within 1-2 business days!
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Things To Be Aware Of
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Dimensions

Where possible, please give all measurements in millimetres (mm). It’s the standard we work to and it
avoids rounding errors.

Inches → mm: multiply by 25.4  (1 inch = 25.4 mm)

Feet → mm: multiply by 304.8  (1 foot = 304.8 mm)

What To Show On Your Drawing

- Ceiling Height: The biggest single factor in what’s possible above and below.
- Overall Length & Width: Of the area you want floored.
- Obstructions: Windows, doors, roller shutters, existing columns, and any services.
- Ceiling & Wall Fittings: Lights, air conditioning, sprinklers, trunking near the new floor.
- Preferred Staircase Position: And any loading gate location.

Access & Installation

A few practical points to help us price accurately and plan a smooth install.

- Is there good, clear access from the entrance to the work area?
- Are there any offloading facilities on-site? Think forklift truck, etc.
- Is there somewhere to place and skip for waste removal?

Building Regulations

Mezzanine floors must comply with Building Regulations, and an application to your Local Authority is
usually required. We can prepare the structural calculations and drawings, and (if you wish), handle the
whole application for you. To do so, we’ll need a building block plan, a site location plan, and details of
the existing floor slab.

NEXT STEP

Ready to go? Send your sketch and measurements to sales@themezzanine.co.uk, or call us on
0115 939 7572 to talk it through. We’ll review it, come back with any questions, and prepare your
no obligation quotation for your mezzanine floor. 


